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BEFORE THE BOARD OF MEDI CAL EXAM NERS
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND | NDUSTRY
STATE OF MONTANA

NOTI CE OF PROPCSED
AMENDMENT

In the matter of the proposed )

anmendnent of ARM 24. 156. 606 )

pertaining to exam nation )
)  NO PUBLI C HEARI NG
) CONTEMPLATED

TGO Al Concerned Persons

1. On July 14, 2003, the Board of Medical Exam ners
(Board) proposes to anmend the above stated rule.

2. The Departnment of Labor and Industry wll make
reasonabl e accommodations for persons with disabilities who
wish to participate in the rulemaking process and need an
alternative accessible format of this notice. |If you require
an accommodation, contact the Board of Medical Examners no
later than 5:00 p.m, on July 2, 2003, to advise us of the
nature of the accommodation that you need. Pl ease contact
Jeanni e Wrsech, Board of Medical Examners, 301 South Park
Avenue, P.O Box 200513, Hel ena, Montana 59620-0513; tel ephone
(406) 841-2360; Mntana Relay 1-800-253-4091; TTD (406) 444-
2978; facsimle (406) 841-2363; e-mail dlibsdnmed@tate. nt. us.

3. The rul e proposed to be anmended provides as follows,
stricken matter interlined, new matter underli ned:

24.156. 606 EXAM NATION (1) remains the sane.

(2) USMLE Step II1 must be taken within seven years of
the applicant's first exam nations under (1)(c) abeve unless
the applicant is or has been a student in a recognized
MD./Ph.D. programin a field of biological sciences tested in
the Step | content. Applicants seeking an exception to the
seven-year rule shall present a verifiable and rationa
expl anation for being unable to neet the seven-year limt.

(3) through (6) remain the sane.

AUTH:  37-3-203, MCA
| MP: 37-3-306, 37-3-307, 37-3-308, 37-3-311, MCA

REASON: There is reasonable necessity to anmend ARM
24.156.606 in order to allow otherwise qualified applicants
who have del ayed taking the USMLE Step 111 on account of being
inajoint MD./Ph.D. programto explain why their course work
precluded their taking Step Il within seven years. The Board
has recently becone aware of an apparently otherw se qualified
applicant whose ability to becone licensed in Mntana is
j eopardi zed by the application of the existing version of the
rul e. The Board believes that applicants nmay have valid
reasons for not taking Step IIl within the seven-year period,
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and the proposed amendnent allows the Board to consider those
reasons.

4. Concerned persons may present their data, views or
argunents in witing to the Board of Medical Exam ners, 301
South Park Avenue, P.O Box 200513, Helena, Montana 59620-
0513, by facsimle to (406) 841-2363, or by e-mil to
dl i bsdmred@tate. nt.us, and nust be received no later than 5:00
p.m, July 10, 2003.

5. | f persons who are directly affected by the proposed
amendnent wish to express their data, views and argunents
orally or in witing at a public hearing, they nust nake
witten request for a hearing and submt this request along
with any witten comments they have to Jeannie Wrsech, Board
of Medical Exam ners, 301 South Park Avenue, P.O Box 200513,
Hel ena, Montana 59620- 0513, by facsimle to (406) 841-2363, or
by e-mail to dlibsdned@tate.nt. us. The comments nust be
received no later than 5:00 p.m, July 10, 2003.

6. If the Board receives requests for a public hearing
on the proposed anmendnent from either 10% or 25, whichever is
| ess, of the persons who are directly affected by the proposed
amendnent; from the appropriate admnistrative rule review
conmttee of the legislature; from a governnental subdivision
or agency; or from an association having not l|ess than 25

menbers who will be directly affected, a hearing will be held
at a later date. Notice of the hearing will be published in
the Montana Administrative Register. Ten percent of those

persons directly affected has been determi ned to be 25 persons
based on approxi mately 250 new applicants.

7. An el ectronic copy of this Notice of Public Hearing
is available through the Departnment’s and Board' s site on the
Wrld Wde Wb at http://ww.di scoveri ngnontana.conm dli/ nmed.
The Departnent strives to nmake the electronic copy of this
Notice of Public Hearing conform to the official version of
the Notice, as printed in the Montana Adm nistrative Register
but advises all concerned persons that in the event of a
di screpancy between the official printed text of the Notice
and the electronic version of the Notice, only the officia
printed text will be considered. In addition, although the
Department strives to keep its website accessible at al
times, concerned persons should be aware that the website may
be unavail abl e during sone periods, due to system nai ntenance
or technical pr obl ens, and that a person’s technical
difficulties in accessing or posting to the e-nmail address
does not excuse | ate subm ssion of comments.

8. The Board of Medical Examners maintains a |list of
interested persons who wish to receive notices of rul enmaking
actions proposed by this Board. Persons who wi sh to have

their nanme added to the list shall mke a witten request
whi ch includes the nanme and nailing address of the person to
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receive notices and specifies that the person wshes to
receive notices regarding all Board of Medical Exam ners
adm ni strative rul emaki ng proceedings or other adm nistrative
proceedi ngs. Such witten request may be mailed or delivered
to the Board of Medical Exami ners, 301 South Park Avenue, P.O
Box 200513, Hel ena, Mntana 59620- 0513, faxed to the office at
(406) 841-2363, e-mailed to dlibsdned@tate.nt.us, or my be
made by conpleting a request format any rules hearing held by
t he agency.

9. The bill sponsor notice requirements of 2-4-302,
MCA, do not apply.

10. Anne O Leary, attorney, has been designated to
presi de over and conduct this hearing.

11. The Board of Medical Examiners w | nmeet by
conference call on July 14, 2003, at 7:00 a.m, to consider
the comments made by the public, the proposed responses to
those coments, and take final action on the proposed
amendnent . Interested persons may listen to the conference
call at the Board's offices on the fourth floor of the Park
Avenue Buil ding, 301 South Park Avenue, Hel ena, Montana.

BOARD OF MEDI CAL EXAM NERS
Anne M WIllians, MD., CHAl RVAN

[ s/ VEENDY J. KEATI NG
Wendy J. Keating, Comm ssioner
DEPARTMVENT OF LABOR AND | NDUSTRY

[ s/ MARK CADWALLADER
Mar k Cadwal | ader
Alternate Rul e Revi ewer

Certified to the Secretary of State June 2, 2003
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